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*OGC Has Reviewed*

/ _ 6 June 1967

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT ¢ GARRISON TV Ianterviews of 21 May 1967 and
. 28 May 1967

1 An analytical review and appraisal of GARRISON's charges
against the Agency is attached,

2. Without exception his allegations are false. They are the
grossest we have seen from any responaible American official in the
whole colirse of our tudy. To give him the benefit of the
doubt, GARRISON has translated the issue into 2 ward heeler's fight
in the worst domestic political tradition. This is an unfair contest
from the Agency point of view. ‘ ‘

3. - Both singly and in their totality, GARRISON'& allezations
waxr&nt timelv. energetic counteraction.
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MEMORANDUN

SUBJECT:  GARRISON TV Intervisws of 21 Hay 1967 and
28 May 1967

1. The Shreveport Journal of 22 May 1967 ccntaxns the
full text of a New Orloan“ TV interview of District Attorney
Jamas €, GARRISOH, conduchkad by a newsman named Robert Jones
on 21 May 1987. We also have tha conmplete text of a TV (ABC
network, S5tation WMAL) interview of GARRISON hold on 28 HMay
1967 in Washington, D.C., by Rebert Clark and Thomas Jarriel.

2. In both intexrviews, but especially in the first,
CARRISON attacked CIA more vehemantly, viciocusly, and mon-
daciously than has any other Arsyican official or private
citizen whose comments have coma ¢ our attention., In fact,
he outstripped the foreign Communist prasa, which is now
quoting him dellghtadly.

3. GARRISON'S accugations against CIA'ara (1} that both
David Ferrie and Oswald wore working foxr CIA; {(2) that CIA is
conspiring to conceal the true facts of the assassination; (3)
that President Kennedy was killed by CIA enmployees; (4) that
CIA iz withholding information that GARRISON needs; (5) that
CIA is obstructing the course of justice in Loulsiana to hide
its own role in the assassination; (6) that CIA wields enormous,
totalitarian powers and is a menace to Amarican democracy; and
(7} that CIA should ba drastically curtailed or destroyed.

4. Rach of thess themes follows, with illustrativa
quotations from GARRISOH. Ouotations followed by the symbol
{A) are from the ABC interview.

David Ferrie Was and Was Hot a CIA Agent*

* CGARRISON was in the PRI at one time and probably follows
the Bureau's usage of agent to mean a staff employes.
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- "But Perrie's rols in the sunmner of '63 was...wall,
he was an intermediary. He was not a CIA agent, for example,
Ha did not cirry a CIA card, He vas, if vou were to ask the
CIA, 'Did David Ferrie work for you', vou would raceive_; very
polished lie from Wasiington, which thay are very practised
and adept at.® :

"FPerric worked for the CIA in Ficrida in 1951, ...
o was making flights for them." -

Lee HBarvey Oswald Was and Was Fot s CIA Agont

“.o.hie was an anti-Communist who was working for
the Cra.®

"Lee Harvey Oswald was not an agant of the Central
Intelligence Agency. He was...an employee of the Central
Intelligence Aganey....”

“The Central Intelligence Agency falled to roveal...
its activities...in Yew Orleans vien Lee Oswald was working .
for it..,."

"No, ‘he [0swald]l was not a CIA agent, He was obviously
an intellicence employee of the United Statas govermnant. This

~ this is So obviocus that ¥ don't sca how they hid it, Pirst

of all, his associations at tha time...here's a Loy who went
into the Marines when he was 17. He’d naver shown any intorest
in langunages of any kind., He was word klind which makes it
impossible to learn languages by yvourself, and that'sg brought
out in the Warren Commission.,

"All of a sudden ha's speaking Russian flusntly.
Obviously thvoush cne of onr intelligoneca Cram coursas by our
own forces, 2nd then he's at a Soviet base which has - had
at that time a CIA function, I understand.®® {A)

"For sxample, when, aftaer his so~called Communist
activities, he van¥ad o get in December of 1963 a passpart
to Europe, he got it in 24 hours, And you couldn't do that,"
(n) : - /

* Cotment: This yemark may hawve baen a slip of the tongua,.

"Informed Sourcoes® have been guoted {New Orleans States~-Item
of 5 May 1967) as ¢laiming that "Oswald" may have been trained
as an intelligence agant et Japan's Atsugl Alr Foree 3ase, 2
known CIA instruction camp.” Although Oswald was atationad
at Atsugl as a Marine, he had no contact with CIA there.
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. *Gther - other indications of Oswald gonnections
with the Central Intelligence Rgency are the fact that cven
while in thd HMarines, when stationed at Bl Toro, as ve knov
from the testimony of Nelson Delgato (?), Cery Thornley, (2}
and other individuals, even the Warren Commiszion itself,
Oswald had a higher secuxity clearance than the rest of his
Marine buddies.® (&) -

: #and it - the indications go on and on., The tole-
phone nunbtier of the ioeal office of tha Central Intcelligencas
Agency im in the front of oswald's book and very thinly
disguised, simple coda to himsalf, and if vou accumulate the
associations of his gonduct, there's no question about it."
(1) ' :

cIA is Ingaged in a Conspiracy to Conecoal the Truth
ahout Lhe Assagsination . '

wrhe Contral Intclligence Agency began its criminal
activities, in my judgment, immediately after the assassination
when they falled to reveal to tha Pederal Burcau of Investigation
in itz ehtirety what its activities were in New Orlaans when
tes Oswald was working for it and it has coupounded them since
by essentlally eriminal activitiss hy making every possible

~offort to block our investigation.”

*ohe sarious thing to me is the caﬁspiracy...by that
agency of the foderal govorament, gha Central Intelligence
Agoncy, to keep those facts from tha Amsyican puople, from

the Warren commission, from the world at larga.”
»uow, again, I'm not casting judément on-—=gu3 tha

Buraau, because I think that a large part of the facts vere
withheld from the IBI by the CIA...s" {A) -

President Kennedy was Assassinated by CIA Imployees

“Lee Hayvey Oswald...was an epployee of the Centyal
Intelligence Agency as were the anti~Castro Cubans with whom
he associated.... 2nd every one of them wag on the Central
Intelligence Agency's payroll.”

SELRE
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. But purely and simply it's a casa of formey
employses of the CIA, a largs nusber of then Culsans, having
a venemous reaction from the Bay of Pigs....”

"they [CIA] know the name of every man involved
and the name of the individuals who pulled the triggers
from the grassy knell and stonewall area. and they know that
they 4id it because thoy were formsy employees of CIA whalia
they were training in New Orleans {n the suimer of 1963,

".weour investigation of the activities of Lez Gswald
in New Orleans show that his asmociations in New Orleans
during the six months he was there wers not werely frequently,
ware not morely wmost of the time, but were contiauvally asd
exclusively with individnals smployed by the Central Intelli-
ganoa Agency.” (i) ' .

: %scea spinoff, in affect, apparently cccurrsad and
President Kennedy was killed by these same individuals. Hoaw,
what the CIA did do, and X presunme it rationalized this in
terms of national security, it concealed from the Warren
Cormission, from the American peoplae, from the President and
from the world the fact that its enplovees, its former
employees woere involved in the assasaination of the president,®
(A) C '

¥In the late summor of Y43, for the Ffirse time,
the Mdministration started putting the detente and the
specific effect (sie) and started cutting cdown on some of
CIA*s activities. At this time our evidence is that the...
anti-Xennody feolingz of some of thesa.,..Cuban individuals and
other Latin individuals became venemous...." {3) .

CIA iz Xeeping Information from GARRISCH

"But we don't know which one [of the assassins] was
standing where and we can’t f£ind out with the CIA Reaping its
vaults locked.® '

"Thae problenm is gatting tha final details whon they
are in tha custody of...the CIA,® :

| SEGRET
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CIA 1% Obstructing the Courss of Justice in-Louisiana
in an Actempt Eo Conceal it® Role in tho Assassination

aphis is a conspiracy, I think obviously engincered
by the CIA, to darail us.”

. %, .we're having such tremendous difficulty gotting
them [witneszes who have laft Loulsianal back. That of course
is through the intexcession of the CIA which has great powar.”

® . .the Contral Intelligence Agency ia through
devious ways and through intermocéiaries actually paying lawyexrs
to block the completion of the investigation.... What it's
doing, it's a criminal act. 3And if the dirsctor of the CIA
and the top officials of the CIA were in the jurisdiction of
Louiziana I would charge them without hesitation.®

*T+ iz obvious to me, and we have evideonce in sone
cases, that these lawyers [reprasanting Sandra HOFPETT, Gordon
HOVEL, Sergic ARCMCHA Snith, and Alvin BERAUBOURF] are boing
paid by the Central Intelligence Agency. 5o you have the
effoct of the CIA metually being usad to thwart justics here
so it won't be embarrasscd.... »And the reason wa're having
tyouble is there are peonle in Washington, oh, without any
question tha Central Intelligence Agancy, who do not want it
brought out how President Kennedy was killed, who do net want
tha people to know." '

%, ..the Central Intelligsnce Agency...if it wants
could in the next 60 minutes give us the name of every laost
Cuban invelved....” -

%, . .ue aré blocked by this glass wall of this
totalitarian powerful agency which is worried about its power,

“because it's desperate.” "

*and we arve belng blocked completely by tha CIA.,.

. it is apparent to nma that the CIA is enginsering this beceuse
‘its future, its prostige iz at stake, ard above all, its

poar.

"ohe Central Intelligence Agency...has answared your
gquestion itself, because otharwise, ware they not in a
position of having to hide somdthing...they would not have

W
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to hire lawyers to try and stop tho case. The - ovary
lawyer invelved in thbis case, without exception, involved

in the attempts to derail the investigation, to stop the
case, has boon connected by us with the Central Intelligence

Agency:

. "Ona lawyer, Mr. Plotkin, has publicly admitted
that his client® worked for the Central Intelligence Agoncy.
He has also admitted that he is being paid by the Cantral
Intalligence Agency, and every other lawyer in the case wa
have connected with them, with the Central Intalligence Agency.

wuy. Burton Xlaein and his alleged client Boba (?)%*
were flown to Washington, all expenses paid.

"rhe point is, if the Central Intelligonce Agency is
not involved, then what on earth are they working so hard
to stop the investigation for?® ()

»T£ I nad any specific names, any specific ovidence,
the last agency in the world {to] which I would give it at
this point is the Central Intelligence Agency, Bob. It's
doing everything it can to cbstruct us. We have asked them
for infoymation. Yor example, tha plcture walch we know that
thay took of Leg Harvey Oswald coming out of the Cuban embassy

~ in Mexico City, when -~ at which time he was walking with a
known employes of the Ceatral Intelligence Ageney, and all we
rocaeive iz double talk. So wa're cortainly not going to ask
them for anything.” (A)

Tha Enormous, Totalitarian Power Wieldad by CIA is a
Manace Lo the Amarican Donogracy

"onee this tragedy occurred, the CIA's attitude
seomed to have been, well, President Kennedy is a cazualty
of the cold war,... The cold war must go on. The cover must
be kept.”

"ITts wower has just continuad untouched, when actually

its power as a result of this Jdomonstration of totalitavian
police stats tastics, its pover should be stripped.”

®  Cordon Dwane NOVEL
-e% alwvin BEAUBOUEP
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®eeotha main fauwlt in this thiﬂg ig the -Cantral
rwtelligunce Agency and lits fantastic power, its totally
undamocratic powar. I+ doss not have to account for itz funds."®

¥rae CYIA, as X have 1narne& from thias casu*.,hau
infinitely more powey than the Gestapo and the NKVD of Russia
combined.”

“That's what we have...you have a totalitarian

power in your country, and we hava in the CIA today, because
of that.™ (A) '

CIA Should Be Cut Back Drastically or Destroyed

¥ . .we have drifred awvay from ouy conatitution too
far. The CIA, for example, rogards the state as an incon-
venienos.... ®Eall, this iz wroug and the country won't '
survive in the way we'vo kxnown unlesz wae coange it and the
change has to begin in this case with that faderal agency
which has concealbd tha true facks of the asgassination,
whose employees were involvcd in the assassination, and it
knows this, and that is the Contral Intelligence Agancv.

Y eerits vowver should be striwnad, It should be cuk
down txumandaualy and mads raspcnaiblu to Congress.”

“one of the things I'm sure it's wcrriad about is
+hat Congress may bogin t? got curious about this monstrosity,
this cancor...and b»qiq to amply controls which should have
baen applied & long ting ago.”

*...the £irast rola of the CIA is that the end
justifies the moans, whlch is ens reason it should be eliminated
and reorganizad, beocause you cannot have any agency in a
demecracy which really believes that the end justifies the
maans,t

“Actually what von have mentioned is the proper
rlace for it, and that is a Congressional inguiry into the
CIA‘s activities, All of onr evidence wlll be made availablae
to the CIs*, and if they looked into it seriously, there's
no guestlon in my mingd, but what the CIA will be reorganized.
Of coursa, we heod an intelligeihce operation, but will Le

* It is believed that GARRISON meant o say, *"All of our
evidence about CIA will be wmade avallable to Congress,”

7
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reorganized sd it has Congrassional controls. You sa}nnat
hava in a demooracy an organization which really beliocves
that the end justifias the means, and which is not ragponsive
at all to the representatives of the people in Congress.”,
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